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Downtown L.A. Beautified
By Art Requirements for __
New Developments -

Developers get creative when it comes
to finding just the right artist
to create a piece of public art

BY KARI HAMANAKA
CREJ Comributing Writer

n the past 12 months, the Downtown Art
Advisory Panel reviewed a tota] of 25 public
art projects, making it one of the most active of
the three panels that advise the Community
Redevelopment Agency of Los Angeles. In her
10 years on the downtown
panel, Glenna Avila, artist and
director of the Community
Arts Partnership and CalArts,
has geen not enly the number
of projects coming under the
panel’s review increase but
also a shift in the types of
public art being proposed.
“There is more sophistica-
tion when it comes to the use
of materials,” Avila said. *[De-
velopers use] more durable
materials, certain stones and
tiles as opposed to painted
murals or other art that can
be ruined by vandalism and
graffiti. The use of light and
digital technology has defi-
nitely increased over the last
decade.”

Developer-initiated public art, from tep, “Carparate Head" by Terry Allen, “Origami
Harse” by Natalie Krol, Facefinder” by Steve Appleton, Johnny Carson” by Emest
Shelran, “Symbols of Unity — The idea of Freedom”™ by Charles Dicksen and John

Mendez Legacy” by Wayne Healy (background).

: tions, through the creative use of partnerships nraplst

i invitationals like the one sponsored by Held m?ﬁ -.of public art (reviewed and
ties Inc. in April. ﬁ,.

i porary Art, the Invitational involved Califtraia public

¢ water pond.

© cal side of a'p iece rather than the beauty, function and
© form, but | have to commend the architects. I thought
: they did a great job.”

© commilies composed of the owners from Held, Jona-
" than Novak and HGA Ine., received 53,000 to create a
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Developers’ means m‘emphymg justthe right artist ni' e CRA's program is that there are several options
for their public art projects mirror this shift in materials developers [in adhering to the policy].”

from simple, painted murals to high-tech light installa- Private development projects with costs above
W,OW aﬂ:req'ur.red to either incorporate syme t}‘pe
i by th

-"jumlmipuuntort dweimentm or contribute
-?ﬂm&@ewﬁwﬂmm
Developers can also build a cultural facility, asmﬂ:e

Done in conjunction with Jonathan,

i art sculptors who were invited to create a work that. 3 ‘mglh = California Plaza
i included the element of water for Held Properties’ - nnquwmentbymasn m:umn B
¢ Century City building at 1880 Cenmmgw.m : fity for the Museum of Contemporary Art. B

is undergoing an 38 million renovation, e
Originally, Held had commissioned its omn arclitects
to design a piece of art that would gaith a pre-existing
water pand. When the design was unveiled, however, “There are 2 lot of housing and loft projects inte-
it was decided that the firm would hold an invitational Mﬂwﬁdismuarﬁlmmp@qﬂe
to generate other ideas for a piece to lement the purchasing those places,” Padilla said. "Developers
: pretty sophisticated, urban clientele

t{mz;mmwhﬂnw the art policy is the
*shiftin buyers’ sttitudes when it comes to the sesthetics
of the real estate they buy today.

m-ema:kenngtoa
Mtyauumdwm culture and music. [Art] is very
lary to what tenants are interested in.”
This js very much the case with John Laing Homes
Urhan, which entered into a purtnership in August with
LA<ART, muﬁlrlmmmmhnlum

“[The design) was a response by the architeets from
the requirements the ownership needed to make this
. said Robert Held, president and chief

r of Held Properties. “It was the practi-

The final five artists in the invitational, selected by a

model of their sculptures for a second round of judging.s
‘The winning artist will receive $230,000 to create the 4#
real sculpture, which will sit just outside the buﬂdm@
entrance.
“It's kind of a novel concept: a non-required pus@:f
art,” Held said. “It's probably one of the few pi
commissioned arw
exterior fountain
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Mnmsrs mna‘:rmg of John Lahgﬂomes Urbar's mixed-
near andla

pane] tnember and principal at
CITYWORKS Design, "but

would say one of the benefiis

Brea Avmue.




